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Abstract 
 The loss of the natural posterior teeth is the 

most common dental problem, especially in the 

elderly people. The optimal dental management 

for this condition remains a controversial issue. 

A treatment plan based on the shortened dental 

arch concept may be a reasonable alternative, 

especially in patients with certain restrictions, 

who cannot be treated as ideal. 
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Figure 1 An upper and lower jaws with shortened 

dental arch condition. They have only 

tooth contacts from anterior and 

premolar teeth. (Modified from Käyser 

AF. J Oral Rehabil, 1989;8:457-462) 
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Figure 2 The patient classification by the number 

of remaining occlusal unit and arch 

symmetry.(Modified from Käyser AF. J 

Oral Rehabil, 1989;8:457-462) (Note: 

dash represent the possible occlusal 

surface in each group) 
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Table 1 Criteria for patient classification by the 

number of remaining occlusal unit and 

arch symmetry. (Modified from Käyser 

AF. J Oral Rehabil, 1989;8:457-462). 

Class shortening 
Occlusal units 

Premolars Molars 

I None 3-4 4 

II Asymmetrical   

a  3-4 1-2 

b  2-3 1 

III Symmetrical   

a  3-4 2 

b  3-4 - 

IV Extreme 0-2 - 
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